2011-12 Lone Jack High School Agriculture
Agricultural Science I

Mr. Davidson
ddavidson@lonejackc6.net
816-697-2215 ext 257
Meeting Time:

Ag Science I will meet daily 4th and 5th hour in the Ag classroom. The instructor will be available before or after school for extra help with advanced notice.

Course Description:

A course designed for an introduction to agricultural careers, animal science, agricultural business, agriculture mechanics, leadership, Supervised Agricultural Experiences and FFA!!  

Course Rationale:

Agriculture encompasses the food, fiber, conservation, and natural resource system, employing around 20% of the nation’s workforce.  A basic understanding of careers, leadership, principles in the animal industry, agriculture mechanics and agriculture business provides a sound background for understanding and appreciating the agricultural industry.
Method of Instruction and Requirements:

The method of instruction for this class will consist of lectures, power points, videos, discussions, problem solving, individual and group projects and presentations, labs and reading assignments. 

The students are expected to follow the class expectations presented to them as well as the rules and procedures outlined in the student handbook.  

Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) is an important part of an agricultural education program.  All students enrolled in an agriculture class will have an SAE and keep a record book on that SAE.  Time to complete the record books will be given each month, but some outside time may be necessary (especially for proficiency awards, etc).  Record books will be graded and are worth 35 points per month!
Students will keep a journal of bell work assignments. Students should start each class period by copying the question/problem of the day and the date on the board in their journal and work on the assignment quietly until the instructor gives future directions. Journals will be collected and graded periodically and are worth 3 points per day!
As a part of this class, students will also keep a binder of their notes from discussion, handouts given during class, and worksheets that they have completed.  Notebooks are to be kept neat and in periodic order! The binders may be graded every quarter.

When we go to the shop during the year students need to have appropriate shop clothing on in order to participate and earn daily shop points, 10 points per day!
A solid agriculture education program is comprised of three components: Classroom/Shop Instruction, SAE and FFA. Therefore to maximize student achievement and involvement, FFA membership is required!
Tests and Quizzes:

A combined unit test may follow the completion of all units. Quizzes, both announced and unannounced, will be given periodically throughout the course of the year.

Grading Scale:

Extra Credit will not be available very often. It will never be offered on an individual basis! 
If you fail to plan you are planning to fail!
The grading procedure for this class will be as follows:




A = 100-95%

C = 76-74%




A- = 94-90%

C- = 73-70%




B+ = 89-87%

D+ = 69-67%




B = 86-84%

D = 66-64%




B- = 83-80%

D- = 63-60%




C+ = 79-77%

F = 59% and below

Course Outline:


Some of the topics that will be covered during this course include:



Careers

FFA



Leadership 

Parliamentary Procedure



Developing an SAE



Record Keeping

Ag Business

Animal Nutrition
Animal Reproduction

Shop Safety

Ag Mechanics

Record Keeping

Communication:


I will do my best to let both students and parents know of upcoming class and FFA events; I will try my best to send e-mails as close to a week in advance. Everyone who has a Facebook account is encouraged to add Lone Jack FFA as a friend and join the Lone Jack FFA Group to find out about FFA events. The school web pages for ag classes and the FFA will be updated periodically with calendar activities and forms/applications to fill out. Mule Messenger will also be used to make announcements; especially cancellations (make sure to sign up for the FFA option!)

Assignment #1: Have your parent(s)/guardian send an e-mail to ddavidson@lonejackc6.net with your name in the subject line by August 19th! If they don’t have e-mail they need to sign a note to me stating that.
