2011-12 Lone Jack High School Agriculture
Exploring Agriculture

Mr. Davidson
ddavidson@lonejackc6.net


816-697-2215 ext 257
Meeting Time:

Exploring Agriculture will meet 7th hour every day in the ag classroom. The instructor will be available before or after school for extra help with advanced notice.

Course Description:

A general literacy course for all students designed to introduce and apply life skills and relate to one of America’s basic industries – agriculture.  Units of instruction will be selected from Agriculture in America, Environment and Resource Conservation, Animals in Society, Pet Care, Outdoor Recreation, Plants in Our Environment, Food and Fiber from Agriculture, Lawn Care and Equipment, Home Facilities Management, and Products from Agriculture.

Course Rationale:

Agriculture is one of America’s basic industries, employing around 20% of the nation’s workforce.  Agriculture encompasses the food, fiber, conservation, and natural resource systems.  Making students aware of the diversity of the possible careers within this broad field of agriculture helps them to become an informed productive citizen in our society.
Method of Instruction and Requirements:

The method of instruction for this class will consist of lectures, power points, videos, discussions, problem solving, individual and group projects and presentations, labs and reading assignments. 

The students are expected to follow the class expectations presented to them as well as the rules and procedures outlined in the student handbook.  

Students will keep a journal of bell work assignments. Students should start each class period by copying the question/problem of the day and the date on the board in their journal and work on the assignment quietly until the instructor gives future directions. Journals will be collected and graded periodically, 3 points per day!

As a part of this class, students will also keep a binder of their notes from discussion, handouts given during class, and worksheets that they have completed.  Notebooks are to be kept neat and in periodic order! The binders may be graded every quarter.

Tests and Quizzes:

A combined unit test will follow the completion of all units. Some exceptions to unit tests will be announced in class.  Quizzes, both announced and unannounced, will be given periodically throughout the course of the year.

Grading Scale:

Extra Credit will not be available very often. It will never be offered on an individual basis. If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail!
The grading procedure for this class will be as follows:




A = 100-95%

C = 76-74%




A- = 94-90%

C- = 73-70%




B+ = 89-87%

D+ = 69-67%




B = 86-84%

D = 66-64%




B- = 83-80%

D- = 63-60%




C+ = 79-77%

F = 59% and below

Course Outline:

Some of the topics to be covered during this course include:



Agriculture in America



Products from Agriculture

Animal Terminology



Natural Resources and Conservation



Plant Science


FFA

Late Policy:

See the Student Handbook.
Cheating

First offense – Zero grade for assignment or test and the parents will be notified.


Second offense – Failing grade for the quarter in this class.

Cheating includes sharing answers on assignments and tests, using someone else’s past work, coping phrases out of books and/or Internet without proper citations, and various other things that should be common sense.  If you are in doubt, come ask first.
